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Town clerks: 
Early voting ‘hectic’ this year 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM/HAMP- 
DEN — Both towns have had 
more early voter participation 
this year than with any other 
presidential election, according 
to the Wilbraham and Hampden 
town clerks. 

Hampden Town Clerk Eva 
Wiseman said she’d describe 
this voting season as “hectic” 
between the extra legwork re- 
quired to distribute, collect, 
and count early and absentee 
ballots, and learning new laws 
this year governing changes to 


elections during the pandemic. 

“People don’t realize how 
much backroom work there is,’ 
Wiseman said. “Not only get- 
ting (each ballot) in the mail but 
tracking it, registering it — they 
have no idea how much work is 
involved in even just one absen- 
tee or early voter’s ballot.” 

By Monday, Wiseman’s of- 
fice had already counted about 
2,000 ballots through either ear- 
ly in-person voting or via mail- 
in ballots. She guessed there 
might be about 1,000 people 
who would opt for in-person 
voting on Nov. 3. 

Compare that with the re- 
verse ratio in 2016, which saw 
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Diana Malek was the 
first one in line for early 


Sa Se voting at the town offices 
Sis ue 


voters and about 2,000 who vot- 
ed on Election Day. 

“The whole atmosphere is 
different this year,’ Wiseman 
said. “It’s been promoting a 
‘Stay away from Town Hall, 
vote by mail’ kind of attitude. 
I’m sure we'll still have quite 
a turnout on Election Day, but 
because we’ve been promoting 
voting by mail to avoid the in- 
teraction, it’s been popular.” 

In Wilbraham, Town Clerk 
Carole Tardif said as of Mon- 
day, about 52% of the town’s 
registered voters already cast 
either absentee or early ballots, 
which she said was “definitely 


in Wilbraham on Oct. 17. 
Photo by David Miles. 





a higher turnout” than early and 
absentee voting in 2016. 

Tardif said her office re- 
ceived about 3,400 mail-in bal- 
lots, while 2,529 people voted 
in-person during the two weeks 
of early voting in October. She 
expected to see a strong turnout 
on Election Day, too. 

In 2016, Wilbraham saw 
81% voter turnout. Tardif an- 
ticipates that might be closer to 
90% this year. 

“T think a lot of people have 
their agenda and their thoughts 
and their views and want to re- 
ally go out and vote and try to 
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Wilbraham 
sees 
significant 


increase in 
COVID cases 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM — Over the 
past two weeks, there have 
been 26 new confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Wilbraham, in line 
with a statewide positive trend 
that prompted Governor Charlie 
Baker to issue several new orders 
this week. 

As of Monday, there were 
20 active cases of COVID-19 
in Wilbraham. Several were re- 
ported between Thursday and 
Monday, Public Health Nurse 
Jill Conselino said during Mon- 
day night’s Board of Selectmen 
meeting, which she called “a sig- 
nificant increase” compared with 
recent months. 

“The majority are experienc- 
ing pretty mild cases,’ Conseli- 
no said. “A few are asymptom- 
atic. A couple that were tested 
were healthcare workers, they 
were tested regularly because of 
work... a couple had a headache 
and sore throat, more cold-like 
symptoms, similar to allergies.” 

Compared with this spring, 
Conselino said the most recent 
cases have been in young and 
middle-aged residents. No new 
cases have been reported at the 
two long-term care facilities in 
town. 

Of the 20 current cases, five 
are related to school cases, and 
three of them were already in 
quarantine after having had close 
contact with another student 
who’d tested positive. 

Conselino said there have 
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Hampden could split CARES Act funding 


with schools 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN —- On Monday 
evening, the Hampden Select- 
board unanimously requested 
that Town Administrator Bob 
Markel relay a message to the 
Wilbraham Select Board. 

The contents of the memo- 
randum pertain directly to the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act and its 
relation to the Hampden-Wil- 
braham Regional School Dis- 
trict, all of which was discussed 
on Nov. 2. 

The CARES Act funds the 
$14 billion Higher Education 
Emergency Relief Fund. The 
money is earmarked for the 


distribution of critical personal 
protective equipment to school 
districts throughout the country. 

Prior to receiving CARES 
Act funding, districts must de- 
tail how exactly the money will 
be spent. Expenditures must 
benefit sanitation, safety and 
social distance learning. 

“After I compiled the forms 
last week and read the instruc- 
tions, I had to call and ask if I 
was reading it correctly,” said 
Markel. “They said, ‘Apply for 
all the money that you’re enti- 
tled to, put it in an account and 
then utilize it between now and 
Dec. 30, not the 31st, and what- 
ever you have left over and hay- 
en’t used, give it back.” 

Markel noted that the 


CARES Act structure is “un- 
usual” in comparison to typical 
grants that are awarded to com- 
munities by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. 

“Usually, they make you 
spend the money first and then 
reimburse you. This is the op- 
posite,” he said. 

Markel applied for a total of 
$350,000. If the town of Hamp- 
den is awarded the whole sum, 
it is unlikely that the entirety of 
the money will be spent. 

“T  couldn’t go above 
$350,000; I didn’t know where 
we could spend it. We can’t 
spend $350,000,” said Markel. 
“We’re probably going to end 


Please see CARES, page 13 








A snow-covered pumpkin decoration on Colonial Drive in Wilbraham 
during the first snowfall of the season last Friday. Photo by David Miles. 
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‘Dress Down Friday’ at Middle School 
was for a good cause 


WILBRAHAM — Children of 
needy parents were the big winners 
on “Dress Down Day” at Wilbraham 
Middle School recently. 

The teachers and staff at the 
Wilbraham Middle School held a 
collection Oct. 16 that benefited the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club’s 
“Diaper and Baby Wipe Project” or 
simply called a Diaper Drive in Wil- 
braham and Hampden that is going 
on through early winter. 

School staff member Lisa McD1- 
armid organized the effort. She said 
the teachers and staff saw an article 
in the Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
calling attention to the Rotary Club’s 
community service project. 

The drive is a local endeavor to 
alleviate a diaper shortage among 
low-income families during the 
COVID-19 pandemic in local towns 
and parts of Springfield served by 
the Survival Center. Recently the 
club placed collection containers on 
the busy floor of Rice’s Fruit Farm 
store and in the lobby of Scantic Val- 
ley YMCA. 

McDiarmid said the diaper drive 
was a good way to apply “dress 
down day” to help others, so folks at 
the school took up a monetary col- 
lection to pay for the diapers. 

About $280 was raised, enough 
to fill up Rotary Club secretary Brad 
Sperry’s SUV twice when he deliv- 
ered the diapers and wipes to the 
Community Survival Center in Indi- 
an Orchard Oct. 20 and 27. 


a 





A trunk-full of diapers and wipes that the Rotary Club collected for the 
Community Survival Center sits in the parking lot of the Wilbraham Middle 
School. The diaper drive was held as part of “Dress-Down Day” at the 


school. Submitted photo 


The project is part of an effort to 
deliver disposable diapers and baby 
wipes to the Survival Center through 
a diaper drive which includes direct 
purchase of disposable diapers by 
the club, donations from the public 
and now by local organizations like 
the middle school staff. 

Virtually all childcare/daycare 
facilities (and private sitters for that 
matter), who are still open, require 
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parents to supply disposable diapers 
for their pre-potty-trained children. 
Diapers and baby wipes are very 
expensive and often low-income 
parents need to make tough choices 
between spending their limited re- 
sources on rent, food, transportation 
or diapers,’ explained Rotary Club 
secretary Brad Sperry. For more in- 
formation about the Rotary Club call 
Sperry at 413-537-4171. 


BERT ERYOURJOURNEY 
SCANNAPROVISYONSGROUP.COM 





Raffle to support new 
Wilbraham Senior Center 


WILBRAHAM -— Since COVID-19 hit in March, 
all fundraising activity to help support the proposed 
new Wilbraham Senior Center came to a complete 
stop. The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors have not 
been able to hold any popular dine-outs, casino bus 
trips, or spaghetti dinners. The annual Holiday Bazaar 
has also been canceled. Funds raised would be used 
to purchase tables, chairs, and furnishings. To close 
out the year however, the Friends are sponsoring a 
COVID-19 safe 50/50 Holiday Raffle. All proceeds 
will go towards this Building Assistance Fund. 

Tickets are $5 for one ticket or $10 for three. Half 
of the proceeds go towards the Building Assistance 
Fund. First prize winner receives 25%; second prize 
receives 15%; and third prize receives 10%. Drawing 
to be held Dec. 18 at the Senior Center. For tickets or 
more info, call Ann Marie Gaudette 599-4803 





Hampden VFW to hold 
Poppy Fund Drive on 
Veterans Day 


HAMPDEN - The Hampden Veterans of Foreign 
War, along with the VFW Ladies Auxiliary of VFW 
Post 9397 Hampden, will be holding a Poppy Fund 
Drive in the 190 Main St. VFW parking lot on Veter- 
ans Day, Nov. 11, along with the Poppy Fundraiser. 
The groups will be collecting recyclable cans to ben- 
efit Wreaths Across America. This will be held as a 
drive-through in the VFW parking lot, starting around 
10 a.m. 

Members of the VFW said they are trying to get 
back on their feet after being shut down for over six 
months and hope the upcoming fundraiser will help. 

“We did take a big hit financially, and even now 
with the state guidelines limiting seating, etc., it will 
take some time,’ the VFW said in a statement. 
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Wilbraham firefighters donate to 
Meals on Wheels program 





WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Uniformed Firefighters Local 1847 recently made 

a generous donation to the Wilbraham Senior Center’s weekend Meals on Wheels 
program. Pictured is Wilbraham Firefighter, Mathew Walch, with Director of Elder 
Affairs, Paula Dubord. 





Stay safe when using outdoor heaters 


Portable propane patio heaters and 
outdoor heaters are becoming increasing- 
ly popular at restaurants and on backyard 
patios. But it is critical that anyone using 
an outdoor heater understands how to use 
it properly and safely. 

While there are seven general safety 
tips that apply to all outdoor heaters, it’s 
important for businesses and consumers 
to know which type of heater they have. 
“Outdoor propane heaters work by differ- 
ent methods and emit heat by convection, 
forced air, or through infrared heating,” 
said Leslie Anderson, president and CEO 
at the Propane Gas Association of New 
England. “They also vary in capacity, out- 
put adjustability, size, and capability to 
heat areas of differing square footage.” 

No matter which model you use, the 
Propane Gas Association of New England 
says everyone needs to follow these tips 
for outdoor heater safety. And always re- 


TTTANS TOGETHER 


fer to your owner’s manual for informa- 
tion specific to your model. 

1. Do not operate or light the heater if 
you smell gas. Propane has a distinct odor 
that everyone should be familiar with, 
and care should be taken when changing 
propane cylinders and lighting the heater. 
Heater manufacturers have specific in- 
structions for changing propane tanks and 
lighting the heater that should always be 
followed. 

2. These heaters are for outdoor use 
only, never for indoor use. Outdoor heat- 
ers may seem like a suitable replacement 
indoor heat source, but they should never 
be used in enclosed areas. 

3. Outdoor propane heaters should be 
turned off and disconnected prior to relo- 
cation. Outdoor propane heaters offer the 
convenience of portability and mobility. 
Though moving them is a simple task, 
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Our community supports one another, whether from across the room or across the globe. 


Joinus 


VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 





to learn about our programs, enjoy virtual classroom 


experiences and take a virtual campus tour! 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL! 


Order Fresh All-Natural 
Thanksgiving Turkeys 


ORDER DEADLINE: 
November 6, 2020 


¢ Bob's Turkey Farm 
“Broad Breasted White Turkeys” 
From Lancaster, MA 
e Bell & Evans 


“Excellent Turkeys” nd 
From Pennsylvania SS | 
& ram 
>). Randall's Fresh 
Baked Pies 


! ORDER EARLY 
>> for Best Availability 
Apple, Blueberry, Strawberry Rhubarb, 


Fruits of the Forest, Pumpkin, Maple 
Rum Pecan, Chocolate Cream & MORE! 


Ready to Heat & Serve 
From Randall’s Kitchen 


Butternut Cider Bisque Soup, 
Roasted Butternut Squash, 
Turkey Gravy, 

Cranberry Orange Relish, naee 
Sausage & Apple Stuffing, C . 
Creamy Mashed Potatoes, \— 
Roasted Brussel Sprouts, 
Mashed Turnips & Carrots, 




















Sunset Stuffed Mushrooms | 
Locally Grown Mac, Cortland & 

Macoun Apples sw tote Bags........ 4.99 
Locally Grown Butternut 

& Acorn Squash .................... 69°, 
Locally Grown 

Yukon Gold Potatoes su saz ...°2.99 


Blooming Cyclamen 


Cool Weather Loving S 6° 


Red, Pink & White 
4 Inch Pots 

Holiday Cactus 
Long Lasting Heirloom Varieties 


Pinks, Peach, S 
White & Magenta 9°? 
1 2°? /bunch 


4 Inch Pots 
“Singular Sensations” 


Fall Gold Fresh 
Flower Bouquets 

». Beautiful $ 

<7 Single Blooms 9°? 

ey each 
ALWAYS FRESH AT 
















* in Bud Vases 


ais 
631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
NEW HOURS: 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM - 7PM 
Find us on and You 
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Legislation filed to enhance unemployment 
benefits for 17,000 recipients 
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Mike Dias joins 


Notices 4 
! Bill authored b Sen Jehlen restriction that banned people receiving Wilbr aham-Hampden 
Jeanne Tardif y less than $100 a week in benefits from 
of Wilbraham and CO-S onsored by sen. receiving the LWA boost of $300 a week. Rotary Club 
died October 17, 2020 Lesser fo lows letter to “We face an urgent moment as a once 
Wilbraham Funeral in a century pandemic combines with 


Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 


Secretary Acosta signed by 
over 100 legislators 


the worst unemployment crisis since the 
Great Depression,’ said Sen. Eric Lesser 
(D-Longmeadow). “This urgently need- 
ed boost will help nearly 17,000 of the 


George W. Bready, BOSTON — Last week, legislation 
most vulnerable people in our Common- 
Jr. was announced that would enhance un- 
wealth to purchase food, pay rent, buy 
of Wilbraham aes loyment benetits for 17,000 people warm clothes, and alleviate unnecessary 
POCO 000 in Massachusetts by as much as $1,800 hardship.” , 
Wilbraham Funeral a Massachusetts was approved for six 


Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 


The bill was filed in the Senate by 
Senator Patricia D. Jehlen, Senate Chair 
of Labor and Workforce Development, 
and co-sponsored by Senator Eric P. 


weeks of LWA compensation for every 
eligible recipient, covering the weeks 
ending Aug. | to Sept. 5. Numerous 
states acted to increase weekly bene- 


Alfred Carpluk Lesser, Senate Chair of Economic De- ; ; 
; : fit amounts, including neighboring RI 
of Wilbraham velopment and Emerging Technologies. aad) NILE eo-dhak Hoa Riencr teal 
died October 26. 2020 The bill was filed in the House by Rep. P agi 
, ployment would be left out of receiving 
Wal Vani EN eral Stephan Hay, House Vice Chair of La- 


Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


bor and Workforce Development, and 
co-sponsored by Rep. Lindsay N. Sa- 
badosa, Rep. Tram T. Nguyen, and Rep. 
Paul W. Mark. Thousands of people 
were left out of the 
Lost Wages Assis- 
tance Grant to ex- 
tend $300 weekly 
payment boosts to 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





QSNDALL KS) 
FARM 
s GREENHOUSE 





people collecting 
unemployment ben- 
efits by a restrictive 
Trump Administra- 
tion rule. 

In August, the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agen- 
cy began accepting 
applications for the 
Lost Wages. As- 
sistance program. 
The Trump White 
House included a 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


the boost. A majority of the Legislature 
wrote a letter on Sept. 24 to Secretary 
Rosalin Acosta to ask the state to imple- 
ment a similar increase in weekly benefit 
amounts for Massachusetts recipients. 
“This legislation would provide 
critical dollars to families struggling to 
make ends meet,’ said Sen. Pat Jehlen 
(D-Somerville), Senate Chair of Labor 
and Workforce Development. “With the 
threat of eviction now back on the table 
for unemployed families, we should do 
everything we can to get families the as- 
sistance they need to stay in their homes 
and stay healthy during this pandemic.” 
In discussions with the Legislature, 
the administration has indicated that 
with a small investment of state dollars 
to increase base benefits retroactively, up 
to $31 million could be returned to the 
state from the FEMA program. The De- 
partment of Unemployment Assistance 
has been negotiating with FEMA since 


Please see UNEMPLOYMENT, page 13 








New member, Michael Dias, right, assistant branch 
Manager of LUSO Federal Credit Union in Wilbraham, 
is welcomed by Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club 
president Tyler Witkop at the club’s Oct. 14 club meeting 
at the Country Club of Wilbraham. For more information 
about joining the Rotary Club call Brad Sperry at 413- 


537-4171. Photo courtesy Peter Salerno. 
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Benches “ Statues “ Monuments “ Custom Design Work 
Plot Maintenance “ Bronze Plaques “* Cleaning “* Markers “ Vases 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations “ Cemetery Signage “ Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
413-589-7564 Office * 413-589-7588 Fax “ 413-531-5360 


SULLIVAN 


MA LIC. #107 


SULLIVAN 


AUCTIONEERS + LLC 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 


AUCTION 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 AT 11:00 AM 


ol al Af A; Ol ec 
NO wD Oo -+ oO Oo oO, jjNI @ 
IS —) ot 
Oo Oo; W 
IS — 
N N 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Upright post on a boat 

5. sentimental person 

10. Native American tribe 

12. Wear away 

14. Where you're going 

16. Doctor 

18. Popular Chinese 
dialect 

19. One point east of due 
south 

20. Northern sea duck 

22. Note 

23. Wives (law) 

25. Trigonometric function 

26. A way to communicate 
(abbr.) 

27. Swiss river 

28. No (Scottish) 

30. Commercials 

31. Large instrument 

33. Chantilly, de 
Menthe 

35. Small, saclike cavities 


CLUES DOWN 
1. More (Spanish) 


37. High and thin in tone 

38. Treat extremely well 

40. Famed track star Usain 

41, Secure web connection 
(abbr.) 


32. Computing platform 
(abbr.) 
2.A subdivision of a play 34. Snakelike fish 


3. Japanese title 
4. More jittery 
42. Rob of energy 5. Fabric 
44, Paving material 6. Luke's mentor __ - 
45. Cool! Wan 
48. Tip of Aleutian Islands 7. Cleaving tool 
50. Indicates silence 8. Ancient city of Egypt 
92. Water in the solid state 9. 36 inches 
53. Security interests 10. Farewell 
59. Popular hoopster 11. Second to last 
Jeremy 13. Improved by critical 
56. Shed tears editing 
97. Low frequency 15. Defensive weapon 
98. Harmful bacterium (abbr.) 
63. Common language: 17. Fancy attire 
lingua __ 18.__ Farrow, actress 
65. Standards of perfection 21. Completely opposed 
66. They consist oftwo 23. Supervises flying 
parts 24, Pouch 
67.A detailed description 27. True firs 
of design 29. Mistake 


35. Greatly horrify 

36. Despicable person 

39. Tell on 

40, Ballplayer’s tool 

43. Central Brazilian town 

44, Court game 

46. Land 

47. “The Partridge 
Family” actress 
Susan 

49. Retract a statement 

51. Data executive 

54. Capital of Yemen 

59. Portable computer 
screen material 

60. Electronic data 
processing 

61. “Matt Houston” actor 
Horsley 

62. Resinous substance 

64. Rural delivery 


HELD AT SPEC POND PAVILION 
5 SPEC POND WAY, WILBRAHAM 


ON THE AUCTION BLOCK: 


17 HUNTING LANE 


4 BEDROOM HOME 
¢20,473+ SFLOT © 2,333 SF LIV SP 
e 2 BATHS e INGROUND POOL 


OPEN HOUSE 
TUES. NOV. 10, 11AM - 1PM 


2451 BOSTON ROAD 


VACANT COMMERCIAL LOT 
42,253 + SF ON BOTH SIDES LOCATED ON SCENIC ROAD 
OF FOREST STREET BETWEEN #487 & #495 


Sullivan-Auctioneers.com © 617-350-7700 


TERMS: In order to register & bid, you must be present with either a $10,000 deposit for the 
houses or Boston Rd OR $5,000 deposit for Mountain Rd. Deposits must be in the form of 
a BANK CHECK PAYABLE TO “TOWN OF WILBRAHAM"; 5% buyer's premium & balance due in 30 days. 


440 DIPPING HOLE ROAD 
4 BEDROOM HOME 
© 44,651+ SFLOT © 1,550 SF LIV SP 
e 6 ROOMS e BRICK RANCH 
e 1.5 BATHS e FIREPLACE 


166V MOUNTAIN ROAD 
1.34 ACRE WOODED LOT 





Wear a mask and social distance when attending our open houses & auctions. 
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Virtual Program — 
Signing Rocks! ASL Night at the Library 


WILBRAHAM —- On Nov. 10 
at 6:30 p.m., Wilbraham Public Li- 
brary will offer a second ASL virtu- 
al workshop, “Signing Rocks! ASL 
Night at the Library”’. 

Join “Signing Basics,’ a won- 
derful ASL teaching organization 
and great community resource, for 
an anything goes “Free Fall” work- 
shop. Participants will learn a va- 


riety of signs and then participate 
in engaging activities and games to 
help reinforce what’s been taught. 
Each workshop offers a unique op- 
portunity to learn new signs and to 
practice in a fun and relaxing atmo- 
sphere. This is an excellent program 
for beginners and intermediate learn- 
ers, but advanced learners will have 
fun too! 


To register for this online event, 
please call the library at (413) 596- 
6141 or go to the website at www. 
wilbrahamlibrary.org. Registration 
is necessary to attend; participants 
will receive a link to the virtual pro- 
gram within 48 hours of the sched- 
uled event. Hope to see you online! 
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Karen Demers, Library 


Jim Rooney 


— 


Michael Andrews 


' Anthony Gentile 





The Wilbraham Board of Selectmen met with town officials Nov. 2, including Jill Conselino, the town’s public health 
nurse, who gave an update on COVID-19 cases. 


COVID from page 1 


been no COVID-related deaths 
among Wilbraham residents in the 
past few months. 

Across the state, there has been 
a 300% increase in positive cases 
over the last couple weeks, Governor 
Charlie Baker said in a press confer- 
ence Monday before announcing 
several new orders that will 
go into effect Friday. 

Baker also announced 
new orders pertaining to 
restrictions around gath- 
erings, hours of operation 
for certain businesses, a 
stay at home order for res- 
idents and a mandate to 
wear masks in public at all 
times, even if physically 
distanced from others. 

Businesses won't be 
able to sell alcohol or can- 
nabis after 9:30 p.m., and 
all state residents are en- 
couraged to be home from 
10 p.m. to 5 a.m. 

In a private residence, 
indoor gatherings will be 
capped at 10 people and 
outdoor events at 25. Peo- 
ple who are not immedi- 
ate family are encouraged 
to wear masks. For public 
venues, indoor gatherings 
can have up to 25 people, 
and up to 100 in an outdoor 
setting for low-risk com- 
munities, Conselino said. 

In addition to the new 
orders, there will be in- 
creased fines for violations, 
too. For instance, if a resi- 
dence or venue is over the 
size restrictions for gath- 
erings, they could be fined 
$500 for every person over 
the maximum size allotted, 
which would be issued by 
the local health depart- 
ment. 

“T think we're over- 
stepping our bounds by 
restricting the public to do 
anything, like the governor 
is trying to pull off,’ said 
selectman Bob Broilard. “I 
understand the reasoning 
behind it, but I don’t think 
he’s got the legal precedent 
to do it, to be honest with 
you.” 

He added that young 
people who get it “shake it 


Meet STORM ~ 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


off pretty quick.” 

Map data from state health of- 
ficials which is published every 
Wednesday (after this week’s Times 
went to press) determines whether or 
not Wilbraham has been identified as 
a high-risk COVID community. 

If it is, the town will need to be 
in the high-risk category for three 
weeks before there could be a dis- 
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cussion surrounding school closures 
or changes to the town’s recreational 
activities. 

Selectmen Chair Bob Russell said 
he’d gotten tested over the weekend 
at the Eastfield Mall site, and despite 
a line of cars around noon, it only 
took half an hour to get through. 
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get whoever they want in place,” Tardif said. 

Early voting hours were more than doubled this 
year. In 2016, the state mandated one week for early 
voting, plus four hours over the weekend; this year, 
Town Hall was open for two consecutive weeks for 
early voting, plus four hours on each Saturday and 
Sunday for two weekends, Oct. 17 — 18 and 24 — 25 
in Wilbraham, Tardif said. 

“It was double-plus hours for early voting this 
year,’ Tardif said. “A lot of people liked it.” 

Wiseman said her office has hired additional per- 
sonnel to help with the increased workload and was 
also mandated by the state elections commission to 
add a large, freestanding drop box for ballots outside 
Town Hall. 

She said the town clerk’s office billed these to 
COVID expenses and that the town could be either 
reimbursed or paid out of state funds. 

Another difference Wiseman said she’s seen this 
election season 1s it includes more participation from 
younger voters. 

Hampden has about 4,100 registered voters this 
year, compared with 3,900 in 2016. Since then, leg- 
islation passed allowing 16-year-olds to be able to 
pre-register to vote, which could partly account for 
the uptick in registered voters this year, Wiseman 
said. 

More election coverage will follow in the Nov. 12 
edition of the Times. 





Benson William Hart 


March 7, 2020 
Parents: Greg and Nikki Hart, Chicopee 
Grandparents: William and Deb Godek, Chicopee 
David and Kathleen Hart, Holyoke 


Turley Publications would like to help you 
show off the newest member of your family 
this Christmas, for FREE! 

Mail to: Turley Publications, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069, 

Attn: Jamie Joslyn 
Please include a self addressed/stamped envelope 
if you would like the picture returned or 
email: jamie@turley.com with headline BABY'S FIRST 
This offer is available to all babies born in 2020. 
Pictures will be published the week of December 14-18, 2020. 


Baby's Name: 


Birthdate: 


Parents’ Names: 


Parents’ Town of Residence: 


Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence: 


Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only) 


Please check the newspaper you would like your announcement to appear. 


1 Quaboag Current 

_] The Register 

_I Sentinel 

_J Town Reminder 

_I Ware River News 

1 The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


Ll Agawam Advertiser News 
Ll Barre Gazzette 

Ll Chicopee Register 

L) Country Journal 

LI The Holyoke Sun 

LJ Journal Register 








Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 4, 2020 
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What helps voters decide? 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


Like any American who cares about this 
country, I have a deep interest in the results of 
this election. But as a politician (I think one 
never really retires from that job), I take a pro- 
fessional interest, as well. Not only for policy 
or partisan concerns, but because I’m always 
interested in how people make up their minds 
on how to vote. 

This is an occupational hazard, I think. I 
was on the ballot 34 times over the course of 
my career and have spent a lot of time thinking 
about why people vote as they do. To be sure, 
we each have our own reasons for where we 
come down: sometimes based on policy pref- 
erences, sometimes because projects we care 
about will be advanced by voting a certain way, 
sometimes because there’s one issue we care 
about above all others. Still, I think there’s one 
key factor that doesn’t get taken as seriously as 
it should: likability. 

We’ve all heard this notion expressed as, 
“Who’d you rather have a beer with?” Or, 
as a group of Democratic women who were 
planning to vote for Ronald Reagan once ex- 
plained, they liked the unfailingly gracious and 
courteous way he treated his wife, Nancy. 

This is not frivolous. I’d argue, in fact, that 
“‘likability” is actually a complex decision. We 
tend, for instance, to like people who are pos- 


itive, constructive, and forward-looking, and 
who enunciate or profess a feeling of hope. 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson used to have a phrase 
he used,“Keep hope alive.” Whatever you 
thought about his politics, that optimistic, for- 
ward-looking view appealed to a lot of people. 

We also, whether we know it or not, pay 
attention to authenticity. It’s a favorite word in 
politics these days, but I think it’s always been 
the case that we want candidates who are not 
fake and who give you a sense of a genuine 
personality undergirding their public persona. 
We know it intuitively, and it plays a role in 
whether or not we like someone. 

There’s a policy element to all this, as well, 
in that we like people who have views and val- 
ues we can relate to. Or, to put it another way, 
we don’t favor candidates whose values are 
alien to ours. Nobody fits our likes and dislikes 
perfectly, but we make judgments on candi- 
dates based on whether they more closely align 
with our values than the other candidate does. 

We also judge “likability” by whether or 
not we think a candidate is going to serve our 
interests.We evaluate them on whether they 
hold roughly the same goals and interests we 
do, and if so,we’re much more likely to support 
them. Which is also why we want our candi- 
dates to be reliable and steady in their views. 
We want officeholders we can trust, not people 
who jump all over, saying one thing one day 
and another the next. 


I think Americans also prefer candidates 
who display a basic sense of honesty and de- 
cency, who possess a strong moral compass, 
and who show compassion for people who are 
struggling in their lives. This does not mean we 
always vote for them—political circumstanc- 
es or straight-on political calculation can get 
in the way—but I believe that for most Ameri- 
cans, those qualities matter a great deal. 

Clearly, a lot goes into whether or not a 
candidate is likable, and one voter’s gut sense 
will differ from another’s. But I can tell you 
that right now, candidates for office all over the 
country are focused on this question. 

Campaigning is a matter of going from one 
group to another, sometimes small, sometimes 
large and the question always on your mind is 
how you appeal to this group or person, and 
how you make yourself likable to them. In the 
wake of the election, the winners will be pat- 
ting themselves on the back for having figured 
it out. And the losers will be left wondering 
how they might have behaved differently...and 
been more likable. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and Interna- 
tional Studies; and a Professor of Practice at 
the IU O’Neill School of Public and Environ- 
mental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 34 years. 
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Wilbraham 
resident receives 
doctorate degree 
To the Editor: 


Cheryl Clarke, Superintendent 
of Schools in Monson and a Wil- 
braham resident, was recently hon- 
ored by her family for receiving 
her Doctorate of Education degree 
from Nova Southeastern Universi- 
ty in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Cheryl 
graduated from Minnechaug Re- 
gional High School and received 
her bachelors and masters degrees = 


from American International Col- a ihn. 

lege. State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Oa. y, | sy 
obtained a vote from the Massa- ’ - i 
chusetts House, recognizing this —., _ 


achievement. 
— Berta Stroshine, 
proud parent 
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An iconic song and an iconic tree commemorate Veterans Day 


S we move closer to Vet- 
erans Day, our thoughts 
turn to the many men and 


women who serve or have served 
our country, and how we can best 
remember and support them. I 
think back to when I was a young 
adult and a mother from town 
tied yellow ribbons all over Ware 
to support her son who was serv- 
ing overseas. I also remember the 
fad of those little yellow magnet- 
ic ribbons that folks put on their 
bumper as a show of solidarity. 
Did you ever wonder where “tie a 
yellow ribbon” came from? Read 
on to learn a bit of trivia about an 
iconic song and an iconic tree. 
We've all heard the 70s song, 
sung by Tony Orlando and Dawn 
that popularized the yellow ribbon 
and made it the folk symbol that 
it is today. Legend has it that the 
inspiration for the song did come 
from a convict, released from pris- 
on and on a long bus ride home. 
His wife was instructed to tie a 


yellow ribbon around the oak tree 
in the center of town if she wished 
to give him a second 
chance. If he saw it 
then he knew to get 
off the bus. Reported- 
ly the tree was covered 
in yellow ribbons! 

In 1981, eight 
years after the song’s 
initial release, it rose 
in popularity once ; 
again. The yellow rib- eee 
bon became a symbol 
of loyalty and patrio- 
tism for the 52 Amer- 
ican hostages being 
held in Iraq. “If you still 
want me, whoa, tie a yellow rib- 
bon ‘round the ole oak tree.” 

I thought it fitting that the oak 
tree was chosen to bear such an 
important symbol of our culture. 
It is a tall, stately tree and its wood 
is stronger and more durable than 
that of most trees, yet to me it is 
humble. At the height of foli- 











IN THE 


GARDEN 


age season an oak doesn’t shout 

“look at me!” like other trees do. 
It simply waits for 
the hoopla put on by 
the maples to pass, 
and then it delights us 
with a subtle beauty 
that is equally ap- 
pealing. 

Here are some oak 
tree statistics: There 
are some 450 species 
of oak. Some of them 
are evergreen, hold- 
ing onto their leaves 
throughout the winter 
months. These oaks 

are located in the more 
southern, warmer regions of our 
country. Even though our oaks 
are deciduous, it takes a long time 
for them to completely defoliate. 
Sometimes it is the next season’s 
emerging leaves that finally push 
the old ones off. This year it took 
an October snowfall. 

Did you know that oaks get 
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struck by lightning more than any 
other tree? This is likely due to 
their height, some topping over 80 
feet at maturity. 

The oak is a member of the 
beech or Fagaceae family. One 
unique feature that the oak has 
and other members of the family 
do not is that its nut is carried in a 
cap. The nut and cap together are 
called an acorn. Acorns are a valu- 
able food source for wildlife. Wild 
turkey, deer, larger songbirds and 
squirrels among others depend 
on the nut for surviving the win- 
ter. One way to tell the difference 
between species of oak tree is by 
their acorns. Examine how they 
wear their “cap.” The cap of the 
white oak is about one-quarter the 
size of the oblong shaped nut. The 
red oak, on the other hand, has a 
squatty, saucer-like cap covering a 
more globose shaped nut. 

Most oaks tolerate transplant- 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Systemic problems behind Holyoke 
Soldiers’ Home tragedy 


Staff testify to poor 
conditions, understatfing 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 
HOLYOKE -—- The _ Soldiers’ 


Home in Holyoke became a house 
of horrors this past spring only after 
years of warnings and complaints 
were ignored. On Oct. 27 and 29, 
current and former Soldiers’ Home 
staff members testified before a 
Special Joint Oversight Committee 
comprised of state senators and rep- 
resentatives. 

A disastrous combination of ne- 
glect, mismanagement and arrogance 
resulted in the deaths of 76 veterans 
who resided at the facility, according 
to staff. The tragedy resulted from an 
outbreak of COVID-19 that spread 
through the building like wildfire, 
sickening 94 additional living resi- 
dents and 81 employees. 

“They’re people that I used to talk 
to; people that I spent time with and 
people I looked at as family. To see 
them going down with no support 
and no family to say goodbye to; it’s 
something that I’ll remember for the 
rest of my life,” said Certified Nurs- 
ing Assistant Kwesi Ablordeppey, a 
20-year employee at the home. 

Ablordeppey recalled moving 
corpses into a body bag and then 
into a refrigerated unit placed out- 
side of the home. Just as concerning 
is the fact that Soldiers’ Home staff- 
ers were denied personal protective 
equipment at the onset of the out- 
break. 

“We didn’t have enough PPE on 
the floor for the staff,’ said Ablor- 
deppey, noting that it had previously 
been available but mysteriously van- 
ished when needed most. 

When Ablordeppey was able to 
locate PPE, he was scolded and writ- 
ten up by a superior, who questioned 
the need to don such equipment in 
front of the veterans. Ablordeppey 
waved the write-up from the podi- 
um at Holyoke Community College 
during last Tuesday’s hearing. 

“T got so angry. I said, “What is 
going on here?’ They knew that there 
was something going on and they put 
the masks away,” he said. 

CNA Andrea Fox, a longtime 
representative of the Massachusetts 
Nursing Association, shared similar 
stories on behalf of her members. 
Fox noted that many employees 
chose not to testify at the hearing af- 
ter feeling bullied and intimated by 
the facility’s administration. 
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Fox revealed that staff members 
were forced to endure traumatic con- 
ditions, working countless hours of 
overtime as COVID-19 ravaged one 
of western Massachusetts’ finest in- 
stitutions. She recalled her haunting 
conversation with Bennett Walsh, the 
home’s former superintendent, who 
is now facing 10 criminal charges 
and decades in jail if convicted. 

“When COVID was first discov- 
ered in the Soldiers’ Home, I at- 
tended a monthly labor management 
meeting with the former superinten- 
dent,” said Fox. “I had to pull teeth 
to learn that there was a supply of 
the N95 respiratory masks available. 
It was our belief that they would 
provide the most protection for staff 
and residents. I asked [Walsh] sever- 
al times, ‘What are you saving them 
for?’ He refused to distribute them.” 

Throughout the hearings staff 
shared testimony that appeared suit- 
able for a graphic novel. Their stories 
were far from fictitious, however; 
employees endured death firsthand 
on a scale that was unprecedented. 

“As healthcare staff, it is expected 
to have deaths on your watch. How- 
ever, the magnitude and velocity of 
deaths was overwhelming,” said Fox. 
“T spoke with a nurse who described 
her ride in and seeing a huge refrig- 
erated truck at the entrance. Her de- 
scription and the image of bodies of 
veterans on carts alone right outside 
that building made me almost throw 
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Understaffing 

Understaffing was, perhaps, the 
tragedy’s greatest driving force. For 
years, if not decades, employees at 
the home lobbied and protested in an 
admirable but unsuccessful effort to 
add more colleagues. 

Paul Barabani served as super- 
intendent from 2011 until his retire- 
ment in 2016. While in his position, 
Barabani observed the harmful ef- 
fects of understaffing, as he recalled 
on Oct. 29. 

“There’s just not enough time to 
do it all. It works on them, and that’s 
the morale factor,’ said Barabani. “I 
told each employee, ‘I want you to 
be motivated and look forward to 
coming to work to serve the veter- 
ans and go home at the end of each 
day feeling good that you did serve 
them, but they couldn’t go home 
feeling good because there wasn’t 
enough staff to allow that care.” 

Understaffing was often to blame 
for pressure ulcers, plaguing veter- 
ans who remained in the same po- 
sition for extended periods of time. 
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Barabani described an administra- 
tion that often betrayed the trust of 
employees at the home. 

Francisco Urena served as the 
state’s Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs 
from 2015 until resigning on June 
24, following his complicity in the 
mismanagement of the outbreak. 
Barabani did not mince words when 
recalling unsatisfactory interactions 
with Urena. 

On one occasion, a Soldiers’ 
Home employee broke down in tears 
at the end of the work day upon re- 
alizing she had not gotten to cutting 
a veteran’s toenails. After consoling 
his distraught wife, the employee’s 
husband, also a veteran, later con- 
tacted Urena’s office to inquire about 
the lack of staffing. 

Urena elected not to keep the 
complaint confidential, instead im- 
mediately reporting the employee 
to the administration at the Soldiers’ 
Home. The following morning, the 
unknowing female staff member was 
called to the office and reprimanded 
for her husband’s communication. 

Barabani continued last Thurs- 
day, testifying further against Ure- 
na’s lack of concern and consider- 
ation regarding understaffing at the 
home. In November 2018, Baraba- 
ni arranged a meeting for Soldiers’ 
Home employees to speak to Urena. 

“T brought our staff into our con- 
ference room and wanted Secretary 
Urena to hear directly from the staff 
what their feelings were. He spent 
more time looking at his phone, tex- 
ting and not making eye contact; the 
people who were in that room were 
insulted and felt that they weren’t be- 
ing listened to,” said Barabani. 

Barabani’s ties to the Holyoke 
facility run deep. As a child in the 
1950s, he often accompanied his 
parents to the home, where they 
volunteered in different capacities. 
Barabani’s father, a World War II 
veteran, would take his last breaths 
at the home in 2016. 

When Barabani considered ap- 
plying for the open superintendent 
position in 2010, his father shared 
advice that Barabani did not take. 

“T have to be honest with you; he 
advised me not to apply for the po- 
sition. He probably knew more than 
I did about the real goings on,” said 
Barabani. 

The complete hearings from Oct. 
20, 22, 27 and 29 can be located at 
malegislature. gov. 


Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer 
and can be reached at dzbierskI@ 
turley.com. 
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Springfield 
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Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a Child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
so dont delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


*$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. STATE ZIP 


PHONE 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


| }CHECK LJVISA [J]MASTERCARD [JAMEX [JDISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 
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Joe Borowie, Josh Sterling, Gary LaMotte and Tim Fungs, members of the Hampden Fire Department. 
Photo by David Miles. 


Residents prepare for a 
Halloween trick-or-treating 
event. Photo by David Miles. 
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Officer Jacoler with Bree and Erin Kierghn, dressed up for Halloween. Photo by David Miles. 





Pastor Ray 
and family 
celebrate 
Halloween. 
Photo by David 
Miles. 





Cat, James and Jim Marton dress up for Halloween at Wilbraham United Chur 
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Handmade Gourmet Signature Chocolates 
30 + flavors of Mini Biscotti 





413-596-9339 


Open Wed.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-2 
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Community Bulletin Board 


Send us in 
your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 





We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to elinscott@turley.com 


The Powell 
family, ready for 
Halloween in 
Wilbraham. Photo 
by David Miles. 


Anthony Malaui 
and Nathan Willard 
of Rice Fruit 

| a ore = Farm dress up for 
° —— Se = "ea Lae: sa | Halloween. Photo by 
ch. Photo by David Miles. as See eee 7 ee SS Se David Miles. 








rder Your 

ft Platt 

ociede Thanksgiving & Christmas Chocolates 
Early! Available Starting This Week. 





Shop Early, Order Early! 
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GARDEN from page 6 


ing the best when they are young and small in size. The pin oak is one 

exception; its shallow, fibrous root system allows it to be transplanted 

Ns u as a larger specimen. For this reason, the pin oak is widely used for 

VN home landscaping. It is also highly sought after because of its unique, 

Eu j SS ae a | or 7 pyramidal shape: the lowest branches are pendulous, the middle are 
eS St , c , fe horizontal and the top are upright. 

Did you know that cork is harvested from the bark of a species 


§ r Health New England 
s 


Sarah of oak tree? Yes, the cork oak grows in Spain, Portugal and parts of 
Fernandes Northern Africa. 

and Kerry The oak tree can grow to be very old. At the writing of my refer- 
Trotta under ence book back in 1983, there was a 400-year-old white oak growing 
a Health in Maryland by the name of the Wye Oak. It topped off at 95 feet tall, 
New England 165 feet wide and eight feet in diameter. 

tent at the This Veteran’s Day, why not tie a yellow ribbon ‘round your oak 
Wilbraham tree or better yet, thank a veteran for his or her service. 

Senior Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge School of Ag- 


Center. Photo riculture at the University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
by David Miles. she has held the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 


LOCAL 
BUSINESS 


Spotlight 


GRANGE RAR wz ar 
\WAtloyee eet Business Neighbors” 


Pafumi’s To Go Dr. Peter Duplesis Dr. Michael Margolis Attorney 
— = Family Dentistry Orthodontist 
TEAM 413 


a eee 7 7 ae 7 \\ __G 
William RaviesR.E. Luso Credit Union eadlines Hair Design \ & 
Robb Carty AN 
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FOR GIVING YOUR SUPPORT TO LOCAL BUSINESSES! 





Affordable Whste Solutions || KVALEIL IAIRICEIRS 


10, 15, 20, 30 Yard Sizes || We Are Open! Appointments 


Construction «© Remodeling « Moving e Clean Outs 
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a i Fry * € Happy Thanksgiving »* 
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a HANS see to, ¥ from all of us to all of you! a ¥ 
4 @ Boies Wes ao we Tie ee | Hours: Tues.-Fri. 8am-6pm ¢ Sat. 8am-2pm ¢ Closed Sun. & Mon. 

3 ; Men, Appointments or Walk-ins Welcome 


= At ‘35944-1943 aaa , = Women & Eastfield Mall, Boston Road, Springfield 
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Auto, Home, Business & Life Insurance 
Quotes Gladly Given! Notary on Staff 


| sC6WWe are open with all our safety in mind 
: oo oe _o — == >= = 
: es e ry . == 
-@ —. Wishing —— 
hs SS —— eel Pe 32 Somers Rd., Hampden, MA 
nigh CVETYONC “SE __ 413-566-0028 


== 170 Main St., Monson, MA 


= | RICHARDR.GREEN ___ 413-267-3495 


= richardgreenins @ gmail.com 
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Chaug beats improved Pacers 
| : , Isabella 


Arcidacono 
sets up a 
potential 

spike. 


Megan Youmell sets the ball 


Kiana Jones makes the 
over the net. 


spike between a pair of 
Fp wo Chicopee players. 


MINNEC 





CHICOPEE -— Last 
Thursday night, an im- _ } 





proved Chicopee High 
School team was in very — 





set, though Minnechaug 
would come up with the 
3-0 sweep, winning 25-18, 
25-23, and 25-21. Min- 
nechaug has not lost yet 
this season. 


“\ 
— — 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 








More ‘red’ 
communities 
as fall season 
winds down 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — More communi- 
ties in Western Massachusetts 
have gone “into the red” during 
the past week thanks to what 
government officials are describ- 
ing as increase in gatherings 
where people are not observing 
proper safety protocols. 

The actions have filtered 
down to high school sports as 
some communities in the red are 
forced to postpone or cancel ac- 
tion. 
Holyoke has fully canceled Falcons 
the remainder of its fall sports 
season after spending three con- 


secutive weeks labeled as “high- suffer loss to 


risk” for COVID-19 spreading. : ; 
Holyoke was in the red for the | L 
fourth time last Thursday. r IVa 1OnNS 
Joining Holyoke, however, 
are a whole host of communities LUDLOW — Last Mon- 
in the region. Last Thursday, it day night, Minnechaug boys 
was revealed Agawam, West- soccer was defeated 2-0 by 
field, West Springfield, Granby, Ludlow. Minnechaug is 3-2 
and Palmer had joined Holyoke on the season as they held the 
with the designation. Chicopee Lions scoreless until the final 
remained in the red for a second 20 minutes of the game. Ben 
straight week. Monson was red Wilson made nine saves in 
last week, and managed to move the loss. 
down a category to the yellow, 





rs es 
Simon Serra plays the ball Jack Pszeniczny makes his way up the 
off his knee. sideline. 








ff - —_ “hf 1" 


Photos by David Henry Evan Arce chases down the ball with pressure _ 


Gavin Rigney makes a flick pass to his right. 
Please see , page 16 www.sweetdogphotos.com nearby. 








Page 12 





Thompson Speedway has announced the 2021 modified series. 


Racing will return to Thompson 
Speedway in 2021 


THOMPSON, Conn. — The 
high banks of Connecticut’s 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park will roar once again in 2021. 
American-Canadian Tour (ACT) 
and Pro All Stars Series (PASS) 
have announced a six-event sched- 
ule for the coming season that fea- 
tures the new Thompson Outlaw 
Open Modified Series. 

The Outlaw Open Series con- 
sists of half a dozen high-paying 
events for Tour-type Modifieds that 
are expected to attract the top teams 
in the region. The series begins at the 
46th annual Thompson Icebreak- 
er from Friday, April 9 to Sunday, 
April 11. A 150-lap, $10,000-to- 
win Outlaw Open Series event will 
highlight the weekend card. 

The stakes get even higher at the 
season-ending 59th annual Sunoco 
World Series of Speedway Racing 
from Friday, October 8 to Sunday, 
October 10. ACT and PASS have 
organized the return of the histor- 
ic Thompson 300, which was last 
contested in 2005. A $20,000 min- 
imum prize has been posted for the 
winner of the 300-lap showdown. 

In addition, ACT and PASS are 
selling $50 lap sponsorships for 
the Thompson 300. All laps that 
are sold will award the full $50 to 
the leader of that lap. This means a 
driver could earn up to $35,000 that 
weekend. 

Four other events are sched- 
uled in-between the Icebreaker 
and World Series. The additional 
race dates are Wednesday, June 16; 
Wednesday, July 7; Wednesday, Au- 


gust 11; and Wednesday, September 
8. These dates were chosen to min- 
imize conflict with other tracks and 
series in the region, allowing teams 
and fans to attend as many events as 
they wish. 

The Outlaw Open Series fea- 
tures at the Wednesday events will 
pay at least $5,000-to-win and po- 
tentially more. Furthermore, drivers 
and teams that attempt to qualify for 
all six events will be eligible for po- 
tential provisional starting spots at 
the Thompson 300. 

“We think the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series is going to 
be huge for teams and fans,” ACT 
managing partner Cris Michaud 
said. “The open-event model for 
the Modifieds has gotten a lot of 
traction in recent years, and we got 
to see it first-hand at the most recent 
World Series. We’re especially ex- 
cited for the return of the Thomp- 
sonxf 300. Somebody will be walk- 
ing away with at least $20,000 that 
weekend, and it’s going to take the 
intensity to a whole other level.” 

Thompson Speedway’s local di- 
visions will also be part of all six 
events, including the Sunoco Modi- 
fieds, Late Models, Limited Sports- 
men/Street Stocks, SK Light Mod- 
ifieds, and Mini Stocks. Although 
details are still being finalized, ACT 
and PASS officials hope to orga- 
nize special events for the local di- 
visions throughout the summer, 
giving each class a chance in the 
spotlight. 

A variety of touring series and 
open shows will also be part of the 
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Icebreaker and World Series week- 
ends. More information regarding 
all events will be announced over 
the coming weeks. 

“The most important part of all 
of this is that Thompson oval track 
racing will continue,’ PASS owner 
Tom Mayberry said. “We were very 
satisfied with how the Thompson 
150 and World Series went in 2020, 
and those events showed the appe- 
tite is still there for racing in eastern 
Connecticut. With those events to 
build on, we think the excitement 
for Thompson Speedway is going 
to be even bigger in 2021. 

For more information about 
the American-Canadian Tour, con- 
tact the ACT offices at (802) 244- 
6963, media@acttour.com, or vis- 
it www.acttour.com. You can also 
get updates on Facebook and Twit- 
ter at @ACT Tour. 

For technical information con- 
cerning all PASS divisions, and 
for media or marketing questions, 
please contact passracing @road- 
runner.com or visit www.proall- 
starseries.com. Don’t forget to 
“Like” the Pro All Stars Series 
on Facebook or follow on Twitter 
@PASSSLM14 to keep up with 
breaking news as it happens. 

For general Thompson Speed- 
way inquires, call (860) 923-2280, 
email oval@thompsonspeedway. 
com, or visit www.thompsonspeed- 
way.com. You can follow Thomp- 
son Speedway on Facebook and 
Instagram at @ThompsonSpeed- 
way or on Twitter at @Thompson- 
Spdwy. 





Help feature your student-athletes 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is nearing its end 
and Turley Publications has been all 
over the action. 

But with this unpredictable sea- 
son there have been temporary or in 
some cases, permanent stoppages in 
play, and we still want to help fea- 
ture your athletes, especially those 
who are seniors this year. 

We continue to ask for help on 
this season in order to bring the best 
coverage we can possibly manage 
and fill our pages with names and 
color. 

We know that fans will be lim- 
ited to the home crowds, but that is 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


where you all come in. 

We have a limited number of 
staff to start the school year due to 
the pandemic, and while we strive 
to get to as many games as possible, 
we cannot get to everywhere. 

If you are a parent, coach, or 
even player, and you have infor- 
mation or photographs to share, we 
definitely want to hear from you. 

If you don’t see one of our pho- 
tographers at a game, please feel 
free to send your own action pho- 
tos of games in order to bolster our 
coverage. If you are interested in 
regularly submitted photos, please 
do contact us. 

Otherwise, we would love to 
hear from anyone who reports 


scores, details, and any milestones 
that occur during this unprecedent- 
ed season. Please be sure the infor- 
mation you provide us is accurate 
and check with coaches, if neces- 
sary, before submitting. 

Additionally, with the various 
senior games that have been held al- 
ready or are still waiting to be held, 
we welcome submitted photos from 
those events and information about 
graduating seniors who participated 
in Fall 1 sports. 

We also encourage all coaches 
to submit their results and details as 
much as possible. Send any and all 
information and photos for inclu- 
sion to sports @turley.com. 


JUST JOHN 





SNOWBLOWER $8999 





TUNE-UP SPECIAL 


FREE LOCAL PICKUP 





41 yours apoioce JOHN NOVAK 
2957 BOSTON RD.,WILBRAHAM 
NEXT TO FRANKIE B’S BILLIARDS 


413-262-8854. 


2 DAY TURNAROUND IN MOST CASES! 
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Air Force event to 
occur in ‘Bubbleville’ 
at Mohegan 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame announced today a revised field 
of teams and schedule for the 2020 Air Force Reserve 
Tip-Off Tournament. The annual NCAA men’s exempt 
tournament sponsored by the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference will now take place Saturday, November 28, 
Sunday, November 29, Thursday, December 3 and Fri- 
day, December 4 at Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, 
Connecticut. 

“The Hall of Fame Tip-Off Tournament has been held 
at Mohegan Sun Arena for many years with great suc- 
cess. COVID-19 and the uncharted college basketball 
restart has undoubtedly brought many challenges, but 
we're proud to have a partner and venue that provides us 
the opportunity to host this annual event under a new set 
of safety protocols,” said John L. Doleva, President and 
CEO of the Basketball Hall of Fame. “We look forward 
to hosting this year’s field of teams in a bubble-like atmo- 
sphere at beautiful Mohegan Sun.” 

The Basketball Hall of Fame Tip-Off Tournament is 
split into two brackets, Naismith and Springfield. The 
Naismith bracket will play November 28 and 29 and 
includes University of Rhode Island (Atlantic 10), Uni- 
versity of South Florida (American Athletic), Temple 
University (American Athletic), Virginia Tech (Atlantic 
Coast). The Springfield bracket will play December 3 
and 4 and includes University at Albany (America East), 
Drexel University (Colonial), Long Island University 
(Northeast), and Quinnipiac University (Metro Atlantic). 
Game times and television broadcast details and will be 
released at a later date. For more information, please visit 
www.halloffametipoff.com. 

The Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
and Gazelle Group are collaborating to produce multi- 
ple college basketball games at Mohegan Sun from No- 
vember 25 through December 5, 2020 and have named 
the space “Bubbleville.”’ Bubbleville will house several 
events relocated and reimagined due to COVID-19 and 
provides a controlled environment with teams and event 
staff adhering to tribal, government, and NCAA health 
and safety protocols and testing requirements. 





Turley Sports 
joins Instagram 


Turley Publications sports department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can find our account by search- 
ing “turleysports.” We will regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in our publications on a week- 
ly basis. Please follow and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring photos from all 11 of 
our sports sections in the coming weeks, but as always, 
you can see all the photos that appear by subscribing to 
your local paper or picking up a copy in your community. 





RED from page 15 


moderate risk, designation. 

Per the results of the latest numbers, Granby and 
Palmer have temporarily ceased operations for at least a 
week, and two in the case Granby. 

Athletic Director Alison Jordan said Granby will not 
be able to play high school sports for at least two weeks. 
Granby fit in a pair of soccer games with South Hadley 
last Wednesday afternoon prior to the state numbers com- 
ing out. Because of daily COVID-19 test numbers com- 
ing in, Granby town officials were aware of the fact the 
town would soon be labeled high-risk. This is the second 
time Granby is in the red. It happened prior to the high 
school season in early September, but only lasted for one 
week. 

Due to local protocols, sports had to be shut down. 
The same is true in Palmer, where games are postponed 
through at least Thursday, Nov. 5. Games Friday are still 
on the schedule in hopes Palmer gets out of the high-risk 
designation when new numbers are released on Thurs- 
day. However, Pathfinder Regional remains playing this 
week. Pathfinder, which has students in numerous com- 
munities in the surrounding area, is located in Palmer. 

Agawam, Westfield, and Chicopee continue to play 
sports despite their high-risk designation. 

However, in the case of Chicopee, if the city contin- 
ues in the red this Thursday, both Chicopee and Chicopee 
Comprehensive could be forced to shut down their sports 
at least temporarily. 

Agawam remains playing into this week, though their 
schedule is set to wind down in the next week or so with 
the final week and a half remaining for makeup games. 

The fall season is set to conclude on Nov. 20. There 
are no postseason tournaments planned, including any 
league tournament through the PVIAC as of press time. 
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This week in recreation 


By Bryan Litz, Director 


WILBRAHAM — What does the 
future hold? If only we knew. How 
long will COVID be with us, along 
with remote learning, masks, and lim- 
ited recreational activities? These are 
all great unknowns in the present and 
future. 

But we push ahead and plan for 
the future. Currently, the Playground 
& Recreation Commission, in con- 
junction with the Parks & Recreation 
Department, is plotting out future 
projects, making a list and checking 
it twice (a little pre-Christmas cheer 
finehe)): 

What might those projects be? 
Well, they range from Brainard Park to 
pickleball to parking. We have about 
12 potential projects that we will rank, 
come up with a top three, and begin 
exploring funding options to see if we 
can get them started and completed in 
2021. If you have a project you think 
would be great in the Town of Wilbra- 
ham, shoot me an email, Bryan Litz, 
blitz@wilbraham-ma.gov. This is 
your community, so we want to focus 
on projects the community wants and 
needs and we welcome your input! 

Hey, thank you! Thank you to 
who? To all of our volunteers. What 
a year 2020 has been. Traditionally, 
coaching within our programs is a 
challenge under a normal set of cir- 
cumstances, but throw COVID into 


CARES from page 1 


up spending legitimately somewhere in the range of 
$150,000. There’s monies available depending on 
what the board wants to do with it, but it has to fit these 


categories. Otherwise, they won’t do it.” 


Select Board member Mary Ellen Glover inquired 
as to whether the money that Hampden receives will 
be scattered throughout the district and used in Wil- 


braham schools. 


“Tf it’s Hampden’s money that comes to Hampden, 
can it only be used in Hampden schools or can it be 
used in Wilbraham’s schools? Would they keep a tally 
of that? I could see if you only have one school and ar- 
en’t a regional district, obviously you could take care 


of your own schools,’ said Glover. 


She noted that Hampden consists of only one-quar- 
ter of the school district, adding that only a portion of 
the district’s school buildings exist in Hampden. She 
recommended that town split the money accordingly. 

“We should put a quarter of the amount into the 
expenditure of those supplies, and they should put 
three-quarters in,” said Glover. “That’s what would to 
me seem logical if I was auditing it. I don’t want to go 
around what the law is just because they have more 


needs that aren’t being met.” 


Select Board Chair Donald Davenport and board 
member John Flynn agreed with Glover’s approach, 
supporting her motion for Markel to relay the board’s 
Administrator Nick 
Breault. Markel said he would deliver the message. 

Before the conversation concluded, Flynn voiced 
a concern that pertained less to the nature of the fund- 
ing and more to the availability of the supplies that 
the district will be awarded. As co-owner of Hamp- 
den Engineering Corp., Flynn has already observed 
supply shortages in the workplace; he said he won’t 
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stance to Wilbraham ‘Town 


be shocked if the trend im- 
pacts the district. 

“T think a huge diffi- 
culty is that we may not be A 
able to get these things,’ 
said Flynn. “I think we’re 
going to see a shortfall in 
the availability of prod- 
ucts. I think that if they 
came back and said that 
they can get their hands on 
$150,000 worth of clean- 
ing supplies, fine, we’ll 
kick in a quarter of it.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a 
Staff Writer and can be 
reached at dzbierski@tur- 
ley.com. 
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the mix and the state guidelines and 
— wow! Yet we still get volunteers 
willing and able to step up and coach 
teams, run associations and commit- 
tees, and serve as team managers. 

Back in June, we started offering 
recreational programs again, and sure 
enough, volunteers answered our calls 
to provide programming. And while 
trying to run practices, they have had 
to make sure parents are socially dis- 
tancing, check that all in attendance 
have masks on, sanitize equipment 
and whatever other curve-ball we 
tossed their way. We would give you 
a hug or a high-five or throw you a 
big party, but as we know, those are 
all outlawed in 2020. It certainly isn’t 
enough, but on behalf of the Town, 
WPRD, the Playground & Recreation 
Commission, thank you! 

Notes: Registration will start for 
several programs in November. We 
will offer a babysitting course (reg- 
istration started Nov. 3). Also, reg- 
istration will open for a Gold Star 
Soccer Clinic (Nov. 10) and a Youth 
Workout Program (Noy. 10). Our pro- 
grams are severely restricted in size 
of enrollment due to the COVID-19 
restrictions. There is no leeway in the 
maximum number of participants. As 
always, registration is on a first-come, 
first-served basis, so if you see a pro- 
gram that you want to take part in, 
don’t delay registering for it. 


WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Wilbraham Board of 
Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing by remote participa- 
tion on Thursday, 
November 19, 2020 at 5:45 
PM on the repetitive petition 
of George Dearden for a vari- 
ance under the provisions of 
Sections 4.4, 4.4.1, 4.4.10 
and J5.33:2.2. OL the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law 
to allow two adjacent lots in 
common ownership, each 
with less than the minimum 
frontage requirement, to be 
used separately as residential 
building lots for zoning pur- 
poses, said property of the 
Petitioner being known as 
Lot #7 with an existing resi- 
dence located at 4 Melikian 
Drive and Lot #8 that is 
vacant land located at 6V 
Melikian Drive, as further 
specified in the application 
and plans that are on file in 
the Planning Office and post- 
ed for public viewing on the 
ZBA page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www. 
wilbrahamma.gov/135/ 





Rial Die 
TI |N 


aGGle 
> 
= > 
fz 


GOCE 
jo |m|o|z |m 
BE 


o jm |m|o|> 
aiele 


Ea 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





EMPLOYMENT from page 4 


the legislators issued their request. 

“By making a small adjustment, Mas- 
sachusetts would be bringing $31 million 
into the state when we need it the most, 
money that will, by and large, go directly 
into our local economies,’ said Rep. Lind- 
say Sabadosa (D-Northampton). “Right 
now, a shortfall of as little as $18 is stand- 
ing in the way of people getting $1,800 in 
their pockets. This is something the state 
can and must remedy.” 

“Massachusetts should fight for every 
federal dollar it can get to assist people 
who are struggling with unemployment,” 
said Rep. Tram Nguyen (D-Andover), 
adding, “Many people have been hit hard 
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by the economic devastation of Covid-19, 
and raising the assistance for a small 
group of people to $100 will quadruple 
their weekly benefits for 6 weeks. Not 
only is it significant for the families we’re 
helping, but it also brings money into our 
state to boost our economic recovery. It’s 
a very simple, yet powerful tool.” 

The legislation would authorize the 
Baker-Polito Administration to imple- 
ment an increase to unemployment com- 
pensation for every recipient in Massa- 
chusetts not receiving at least $100 in 
weekly benefits. This enhancement would 
be applied retroactively to roughly 17,000 
recipients. The bills (SD3084/HD5355) 
were assigned to committee last Monday. 





HEATERS from page 3 


doing so while a propane outdoor heater 
is in use could create a potentially unsafe 
situation. 

4. Keep outdoor heaters away from ex- 
its. Regulations require that portable out- 
door propane heaters “shall not be located 
within five feet of exits from an assembly 
occupancy.” This is to prevent heaters from 
being bumped or knocked over by people 
entering or exiting the building. 

5. Only use outdoor patio heaters on 
flat, stable surfaces, away from foot traffic. 
Do not place heaters anywhere unstable, in 
high-traffic areas, or in the path to primary 
exits. 

6. Keep heaters away from flammables. 
Each manufacturer has specific require- 
ments for how close heaters can be to com- 
bustible materials like paper, and items that 
might melt, like tents or plastics. Make sure 
that you are familiar with the manufactur- 
er’s recommendations on distance require- 


ments. 

7. Never store propane cylinders in- 
doors. Always store propane cylinders up- 
right with the valve facing up, on a firm 
level surface, in an area with plenty of ven- 
tilation. Cylinders that are not in use should 
be stored at least 20 feet away from heaters 
that are being used, and a minimum of 10 
feet away from any source of ignition such 
as smoking areas or air conditioning/refrig- 
eration equipment. 

Propane is green sustainable ener- 
gy, and an Environmental Protection 
Agency-designated clean fuel. Using 
propane reduces greenhouse gas emis- 
sions. For more information on the val- 
ue and safe uses of propane, visit www. 
pgane.org andwww.propane.com. 
The Propane Gas Association of New En- 
gland and the New England Propane Foun- 
dation serve more than 800 members of the 
propane industry by promoting safety, edu- 
cation and public awareness of the uses of 
propane. 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


Zoning-Board-of-Appeals. 
This repetitive petition is a 
resubmission which seeks 
reconsideration of a previous 
variance request that received 
unfavorable action by deci- 
sion of the Board of Appeals 
dated November 29, 2012. 
While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency, the 
public may remotely join 
and participate in the public 
hearing using GoToMeeting 
video conferencing technolo- 
gy by following the instruc- 
tions on the meeting agenda 
that will be posted on the 
town website on or about 
November 13, 2020. 
Edward Kivari, Jr. 
Chairman 
11/05, 11/12/2020 


WILBRAHAM PLANNING 
BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing by remote participa- 
tion on Wednesday, 


November 18, 2020 at 6:30 
PM on the application of Kurt 
Zimmerman for a Special 
Permit as required under sec- 
tions 3.9.2.2 and 4.4.8 of the 
Zoning By-Law to allow the 
construction of a proposed 36 
foot by 40 foot detached resi- 
dential accessory building 
(threedoor detached garage) 
with a building footprint area 
of 1,440 square feet and a 
maximum building height of 
approximately 24 feet to be 
sited to the west of the exist- 
ing residence on property 
owned by Kurt and Beth 
Zimmerman located at 14 
Brookmont Drive as shown on 
information on file in the 
Planning Office and posted for 
public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham website at 
www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 public 
health emergency, the public 
may remotely join and partici- 
pate in the public hearing 
while in progress using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 


encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 
or about November 13, 2020. 
Jeffrey Smith 
Chairman 
10/29, 11/05/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of November 20, 2020 the 
following motor vehicle will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
Keepers lien: 


2004 Honda Civic 
VIN: LHGEM22594L001782 
Color: Gray 
LKO: 
Raymond Jodin 
60 Quincy St 
APT 2 
Manchester NH 03104 
R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 
11/05, 11/12, 11/19/2020 







The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center ° 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 





20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Yidies, VWOzZnl = ayalia) > id, Ceti aqol 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


|| ? 


( Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 





Ai SEASONED FIREWOOD 
Prompt Delivery and Competitive Pric- 
ing. Call now S & K 413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanrt- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 


ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xxex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone: 
States Zipp: 
X per week rate = $ 
LI VISA 1 Discover Ld Cash Ld Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 










= 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 






APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 






cae 






(oF 
LS | BLANDFORD 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price _ 









BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


EASTHAMPTON 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___ $10.00 


Run my ad in the 





Addathird ZONE _—* $5.00, pa 
Subtotal _ Cp 

x Number of Weeks _ 
TOTAL Enclosed _ 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


November 5, 2020 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. When quality and 
service matter call Nick 413-386- 
5014 


FALL CLEAN=UP TIME Call G & 
S Landscaping for all your leaf remov- 
al needs. “You'll like us mower’ 413- 
374-4091, 413-335-5233 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 





November 5, 2020 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 





AUTO 
CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CA 
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FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


FOR RENT 


2 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 








CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 ait REAL ESTATE advertised for more information. limitation or discrimination based on 

Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 herein is subject to the Federal Fair Ae a religion, ee 

TREE WORK dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! OR GO TO Housing Act, which makes it illegal to lls a ae a a os ” 

Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. advertise “any preference, limitation, or an ee c ainaien : 

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- eee = discrimination because of race, color, Ee sreen G li 9 make any such preference, limitation or 

thing from tree pruning, tree removal religion, sex, handicap, familial status, uying / e ing 7 discrimination. 

iopi " , ; : any advertising for real estate that is in 

a Ais aed Wor Gia SSSSSSSSSSS$$ A PERSONAL CARE ATTEN. crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- ogi violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 

ne Given an vein ee cae a ; cept any advertising for real estate Classifieds informed that all dwellings advertising in 

Get cash for aS iS neil needed in Palmer for fe which is in violation of the law. All per- this newspaper are available on an equal 

Call today for free estimate (413)478- male. Very nice job. $15.75 hr. Call sons are hereby informed that all Get Results! Opportunity basis. To complain about 
4212 413-283-2508 | 2 | : aninatio cal 

unwanted autos dwellings advertised are available on discrimination call The Department of 

aan equal opportunity basis. Housing and Urban Development “ HUD 

® Cars/trucks toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 

STUMP , REAL ESTATE area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 

GRINDING e Free towing free number for the hearing impaired is 


1-800-927-9275. 





Find your dream 
home or list your 
property here! 
We get results! 


PET PAGE: 


READERS! 


Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and Wf. 

a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 
Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to: jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name. 


_&> 


st | 
WILBRAHAM y | = 

Animal Hospital pl 
o> . 


Andrew R. Hersman, DVM 
a: \ 
Lt 
ap ie | 


e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 


FOR RENT 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


4 Room Apartment 2 Bedrooms in 
Ludlow. Parking space. (413) 583- 
4032 





REMEMBER, WE ARE A LIFETIME COMMITMENT... 
NOT JUST A GIFT FOR UNDER THE TREE. 
wile 


he 


Giving Pets As Presents 
Vet-n-Pet Direct 


Pets are definitely a wonderful addition to our 
lives, but giving them as presents is not always 
the best idea. 

Yes it is lovely to hand someone an adorable 
ball of fluff on Christmas morning but a pet is 
not just something cute for one day. Pets are a 
lifetime commitment. They should not be forced 
upon someone as not everyone is in the situa- 
tion to care for a pet or they may not want to. 

lf you are insistent on buying a pet as a pres- 
ent there a few things that you should consider 
before doing so. 

e lt should not be a surprise — the receiver of 
the pet should be involved in selection process 
so that they receive a pet that is suited to their 
lifestyle and that they would really like to have. 

e Only buy a pet for someone you know 
extremely well, like family or very close friends. 

e Do your research — ensure that the pet 
would be suitable for the receivers current cir- 
cumstances and possible changes in the future. 
Make sure their home can accommodate a pet; 
is the yard fenced, are they allowed pets, does 
the pet need to live indoors and will this be ok? 

e Consider getting the pet from an animal 
shelter or rescue, this way not only will you be 
giving a person a gift, you will also be giving that 
animal a second chance at life. 

e Don’t only give the pet as a present. Make 
Sure you also supply the receiver with every- 
thing they will need to care for them over the 
next few weeks, like food, bowls, collar, lead, 
bed, wormers and flea treatments. 





2400 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 


Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 
William D. Anderson, DVM 
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM 
Denise Chiminiello, DVM 
Leah Guidry, DVM 
Ben Shryock, DVM 


iH 
Have a Better Relationship 
with Your Dog! 


e Private training in your home or my Wilbraham facility 
e Small group classes - Wilbraham & Ware locations 

e Organized dog walks at Fountain Park in Wilbraham 

e Puppy class & Basic leash 

e Obedience & Manners training 

e Environmental training 


E. Spfld. Veterinary Hospital 
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA 
413.739.6389 © esvhospital.com 
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291) 
Open Nights & Weekends 


Wilbraham Animal Hospital 
2424 Boston Road 
Wilbraham, MA 

413.596.8395 
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com 


Keeping Your Pet 
Happy and Healthy 











Peony M Peek DVM e Carolina fogs DVM 
Laura Cyran, DVM e Maryanne Mack, DVM 
Krystle Schultz, DVM 


*Now accepting new clients. 
We always try to see all of our patients for 
emergencies during our regular business hours. 


28 Somers Road, Hampden, MA 01036 
413-566-2455 « hampdenvet@yahoo.com 
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FREE Seller and Buyer E-Guides CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES 
These guides provide valuable SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS 


STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 


r r ACT 16 Fisher Lane, Hampden 5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $309,000 
information to help you start the ACT 256 South Road, Hampden 9 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Contemporary $350,000 


m ACT 8 Country Club Dr, Hampden 10 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $434,900 
buying and/or seller process. CTG 228 Sewall Street, Ludlow 4 room, 2 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $125,000 


For your guide - UAG 365 South Street, Belchertown 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $425,000 
UAG 479 Glendale Road, Hampden 8 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $439,900 


1 UAG 84 Yale Street, Ludlow 6 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $214,900 
email info@landmarkre.com UAG 21 Chapin Circle, Ludlow 7 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape $242,000 


UAG 6 Hilltop Drive, Monson 6 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape $379,900 


Ready for an in person consultation? UAG 37 Longview Drive, Wilbraham 8 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Colonial $349,900 
UAG 11 Bonair Drive, Wilbraham 8 room, 4 bed, 3f 1h bath Contemporary, Multi-Level, Lofted Split $389,900 


Call any agent listed below for a EE AR aR SIN GS 
Free, ate) obligation consultation. UAG 91 A&B Hamilton St, Belchertown 2 unit, 8 total rooms, 4 total bedrooms Duplex $299,000 
LAND LISTINGS 


Like US On Facebook : ACT Lot 54 Knollwood, Ludlow 1.45 Residential acres (63,162 SqFt) $42,000 
facebook com/LandmarkLortie ACT Lot 4 Silver, Monson 2.83 Residential acres (123,274 SqFt) $84,900 


Always up to date information on the COMMERCIAL LISTINGS 


eats ACT 145 Palmer Road, Monson Commercial Building $1,960 
market and our communities. ACT 145 Palmer Road, Monson 5856 SqFt Commercial Building $229,900 


Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA 











CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 
WE’RE LOCAL 


oat bAtATE” WE’RE GLOBAL’ HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham, 
Bagel gal ng yam Wo) ale |aat=r-(e(e))'amm \\/(e) al-xelamer=lalem) e)alaleni(-i(e 

































John Moltenbrey Tom Avezzie Nick Ferrara Bonnie Leaning Luci Giguere Ann Paquette Kathy Esser Sue Rheaume Dot Lortie 



























































427-5176 218-7991 386-4523 265-3861 575-2837 626-6871 348-3803 478-0671 478-1940 
* { »® (ge 
; | TM 3 ee 
ai Pam, (actor a . 
Steve Lortie Kate McGrath Ann Marie Martin Sandy Wegrzyn Art Ferrara Jacqueline Kenny Alyssa Rhodes Susan Raimer 
427-4122 244-6051 206-1161 519-1056 348-5827 222-7285 896-9269 374-3348 





View Listings: Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. = 
milacem=\'c-)a"acalialemelam mr-lareleat-la.¢ni—merelan -_ 
Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home Sales Positions Available — Licensing Course LANDMARK. 
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987 &X LORTIEV/ REALTY REALTY 





his year more than ever, parents and caregivers will be leading the 


Ludlow 
discussion on substance abuse prevention during Red Ribbon Week. C E , 
The ribbons around town provide an opportunity for young people to ask COALITION / 


se. A 
Efe ery ys 





what the ribbons are for and for adults to take the opportunity to have a 


conversation about the use of drugs and alcohol. www.ludlowcarescoalition.org 


